Effect of anthelmintic treatment on the performance of Awassi sheep in Iraq.
Studies are reported on the effect of anthelmintic treatment on the body weight gain and wool growth of ewes with subclinical helminth infections. The parasites involved were Fasciola gigantica and Ostertagia spp., together with some Haemonchus contortus, Trichostrongylus spp., and Dictyocaulus filaria. In 1 group, 5 sheep, which were treated twice with tetramisole at an interval of 4 weeks to remove gastro-intestinal nematodes and lungworms, showed an increase of 41% in weight gain and 3.2% in wool growth compared with an untreated group. Another group, which was treated with both tetramisole and rafoxanide to remove nematode and fluke infections, had a 143% increase in weight gain and 81% in wool growth compared with the control.